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Adopted Standards  7 years ago 

 

Required Standards 

1st Assessment    5 years ago 

 

Current Assessment 

Fully Operational System  3 years ago 
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Because…this is where change happens 

This system was designed to 

support teachers to facilitate 

student mastery of state 

standards. 
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ISAT assessment system:  The Digital Library 

Learning goals for today’s webinar 

1. Understand concepts of ‘formative assessment’ 
 

2. Know facts and how to use the Digital Library 
 

3. Understand how the Digital Library is aligned to other parts 
of the ISAT system 
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The case for student involvement and confidence 

“If our students are convinced they can be successful – if 

they have the self-efficacy – they are likely to try harder 

and persist longer when they face obstacles. Confident 

students believe they can eventually learn anything.  They 

will try harder and persist longer because they have what 

Kanter calls a grounded optimism; their confidence is 

based upon a track record of success and not simply an 

inflated level of false hope.”  

Tom Schimmer 



Understand concepts of ‘formative 
assessment’ 
 

idaho.portal.airast.org 
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What is the formative assessment process and 
what does the Digital Library have to do with it?  

The Formative Assessment Process 

and the Digital Library 

Formative assessment is a deliberate 

process used by teachers and 

students during instruction that 

provides actionable feedback that is 

used to adjust ongoing teaching and 

learning strategies to improve students’ 

attainment of curricular learning 

targets/goals. There are four attributes 

in the Formative Assessment Process: 

• Clarify intended learning 

• Elicit evidence 

• Interpret evidence 

• Act on evidence 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Formative-Assessment-Process.pdf
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What is the formative assessment process? 

Learning Goal: (What you need to know)  

 

Today we will learn about words that help us 

to understand a sequence or order of 

events..… 

 

Success Criteria:  (How we know you know 

this)  

To demonstrate understanding you’ll write a 

short paragraph about an event that uses 

these words to show the order that actions 

happened.  

Claim 2: Writing W.3.3c 

Use temporal words and phrases to 

signal event order 

 

Assessment Target: Write or 

revise one or more paragraphes 

demonstrating specific narrative 

strategies….Use a variety of 

transitional words and phrases to 

manage the sequence of events.  
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What is the formative assessment process? 

Evidence of learning: 

• Takes a variety of formats 

• Takes into account Depth of Knowledge 

 i.e. Cognitive Rigor Matrix marries  Blooms 

cognitive process and  Webb’s depth of knowledge 

• Not graded – low risk 

• For you and I to know where you are in your learning 
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What is the formative assessment process? 

Make determinations about 

student learning and 

misconceptions 

 

 

 

Adjust instruction  
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Formative Assessment Process  



Facts and usage of the Digital 
Library  

idaho.portal.airast.org 
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What is the Digital Library? 
The Digital Library is an online collection of high-quality instructional and 

professional learning resources contributed by educators for educators. 

Resources … 

• are aligned with the intent of the Idaho Content Standards  

• help educators implement the formative assessment process to 

improve teaching and learning.  

 

Educators can use the materials to: 

• Engage in Professional Learning Communities 

• Differentiate instruction for diverse learners 

• Engage students in their own learning 

• Improve assessment literacy 

• Design professional development opportunities 

• Collaborate, comment on and rate resources and share their expertise 

with colleagues across the country in online discussion forums. 

 

 



Professional Learning      Instructional 

16 http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/isat-cas/isat/ela.html 

Purpose:   

Teachers should ask for the same 

evidence in the classroom as is 

asked for in the standards and the 

assessment 
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Digital Library Facts 

• Instructional, professional learning, and playlist resources 

• 100 multi-media modules for ELA/literacy and math instruction 

• State of the art tagging, filtering, search features 

• Online discussion, collaboration features and resource ratings 

• Contributed and reviewed by teachers 

• All resources aligned to formative assessment process 

• Grades K-12; ELA/literacy, Math, Science, Social Studies, more 

• Save to Favorites  

• Alignment to Interim and Summative assessments  

 

See the Digital Library 

Factsheet handout 
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The ISAT  

Portal 

 idaho.portal.airast.org 
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Digital 

Library 

Resources 
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Digital Library 

Link 

 
smarterbalancedlibrary.org 
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Prior to using the Digital Library 
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Search Fields 
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Rate, review, 

discuss, share, 

find related 

resources 



Digital Library resource alignment 
with other parts of the ISAT system 

idaho.portal.airast.org 
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What role does the Digital Library play in a 
comprehensive assessment system?  

Formative Interim Summative 

Time Frame Daily Periodic 

and/or 

benchmark 

End of year, 

course, unit 

Purposes Inform / 

assess for / as 

learning 

Inform 

teaching 

Assessment 

of learning 

Look forward/ 

plan 

 

Look forward/ 

trends 

 

Look back 

 

Grain size 

 

Student level 

 

Student and 

class levels 

Class, school, 

district level 
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How do educators use the Digital Library? 

• Alignment to Interim Assessments.. Playlists. 

• Model instruction of standards 

• Lessons outside of designated curriculum 

• Professional development 

• Specialized learning / populations 

 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 

Claims 
Four in each content area 

(3 reported in math)  

 

Broad statements of the 

assessment system’s 

learning outcomes 

 
 
 

Targets 
Descriptions of 

evidence needed to 

back up the Claim  

 

 

Determine the 

intended 

meanings of 

words ...  

Content Specifications, pg. 3 

Understand Claims and Targets 
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ELA /Literacy 
Assessment targets 

come from the Anchor 

Standards 
 
 

Understand Claims and Targets 

Math 
Assessment 

targets come from 

the Cluster 

Headings 
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Claims, Content Categories, 

Assessment Targets, and Standards 
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As Teachers:  

Look at current students: 

 

• Target Report from summative test 

 

Statements of evidence 

Shows comparison to class average 

Shows comparison to proficiency 

 Literary Text 

Informational 

Text 

WRITE/REVISE BRIEF TEXTS: Apply a variety of strategies when 

writing/revising one or more paragraphs of text that express arguments about 

topics or sources: establishing and supporting a claim, organizing and citing 

supporting evidence using credible sources, providing appropriate transitional 

strategies for coherence, appropriate vocabulary, or providing a conclusion that 

is appropriate to purpose and audience and follows from the argument(s) 

presented. 

COMPOSE FULL TEXTS: Write full arguments about topics using a complete 

writing process attending to purpose and audience: establish and support a 

claim; organize, elaborate, and cite supporting evidence from credible 

sources; provide appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; and 

develop a conclusion that is appropriate to purpose and audience and follows 

from and supports the argument(s) presented. 
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A next step to get additional data 

Interim Assessment Blocks: (Content Categories) 

 Allow Flexibility 

 Teacher administered 

 Same platform and items 

 Same supports and accommodations 

  

 Narrative text 

Argumentative 



Digital Library Resources: activities to formatively “assess”  

32 



 Assessment Viewing Application 

33 
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Air Ways Reports: Best and Worst Items  



Digital Library Resources: Air Ways alignment 

35 



Digital Library Resources: activities to formatively “assess”  

36 
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Interim Assessment: An integral and important 

component of the assessment system 



Nancy Thomas Price 
Comprehensive Assessment System Coordinator 

208-332-6988 

nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov 

idaho.portal.airast.org 

Questions?  


